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Excerpt from Bombay Place-Names and Street-Names: An Excursion Into the by-Ways of the

History of Bombay CityThis little book has been many years in preparation, and is at last published

only because no one else appears to have devoted sufficient time and attention to a subject of

which only the fringe has here been touched and which seems to me to be of interest and some

importance. A book of this kind ought really to be published only after prolonged research into old

leases and deeds. That is beyond my powers but I have none the less thought my less recondite

work may be of service. It has steadily grown in scope since I started it as an inquiry into the reason

why various English surnames have been given to Bombay roads, but the development has only

been possible with the assistance of many gentlemen who have the gift of tongues which has been

denied to the author-compiler.Among the many friends whom I have to thank for valued assistance

are the Hon. Mr. P. R. Cadell, Mr. S. M. Edwardes (from whose writings also I have freely stolen),

Mr. J. P. Orr, the Rev. E. R. Hull, S. J., Mr. R. P. Karkaria, Dr. Jivanji Jamshedji Modi, Mr. R. P.

Masani, Rao Bahadur P. B. Joshi, and Mr. Kaikhushroo Pestonji Bhedwar. Mr. Karkaria in particular

has been of great assistance to me and has taken the trouble to visit many streets where the origin

of the names was doubtful.The method followed needs some explanation. When only one theory is

put forward to account for the origin of a name I have not as a rule stated from whom that theory

has been obtained, and by this means, if I appear to gain the credit for many ingenious derivations, I

can also bear the blame for any grievous faults that may have crept in. When my authorities have

conflicted I have usually stated who they are, and the public which pays its money for the book may

take its choice as to which derivation is likely to be the more correct. If any family history has been

misrepresented I offerâ€¦
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